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INDULGENCE 


Ts Deftruttive both to 
CHURCHand STATE, 


T may- juſtly ſeem ſtrange to all 
reaſonable and conſidering men, that 
thoſe Perſons, who for theſe ſundry 
years laſt paſt have under the pretence of © = 
a thorough Reformation, but vilibly ta = 
their own temporal advantage, endea- 2 
vourcd to bring the goad People of this +2 
Nation into an hatred, as'well of the Ec- +2 
cleflaſtical Government, as of the Forms 
of Gods pablick; Worſhip and: Servite, by 
ſo many good Laws heretofore eſtabliſh'q - 
ia this Land;and whereunto very many of 
themſelves had with their own hands for- 
merly Subſcribed; ſhould now ( in ſtegd 
of retracting their - Brrore, — rg 
3 Fhely 


A2 


$s, 5 | s 


_ theirdue Obedience,and reducing the Peo- 
'ple,whom they bave hitherto miſled, to a 


—Y 


righter underſtanding of their Duty ) ex- 


peto be. gratified from the Church and 
State ( towhom they have done ſo much 
' diſ-ſervice , by condeſcending toall their 
* unreaſonable demands 3and that under the 
pretence of tenderneſs of Gonſcience. 


'It had been well if theſe men, before 


.  theyadventur'dto make their impetuous 


and confident Applications inthis behalf, 
had duly confider'd with themſelves, 


Finrſl, What little regard was had- by 
themlelves,whilſt they were in power, to 
the Conſciences of ſuch their Brethren, as 
continued ſtedfaſt to their honeſt Princj- 
ples of Loyalty to: their. undoubted. Sove- 
raign, and Obedience to- the eſtabliſh'd 


' Laws- expoſingtheir Perſons ws? 
.- and conterpt3 & ———_— Poſſeflions 
t 


totheir ownuſe, upon thatonly account, 

.Secondly, That if the pretenſion of ten- 
derneſs of Conſciente, and the giving of 
eaſe and ſatisfatian to fuch as ſo pretend 
ſhould be admitted 3 the one as a ſufficient 
Plea: for ſubjects to: warrant their :non- 
. obedience toeſtabliſhed Laws 5 the other, 
avof it ſelf a ſufficient ground for Gover- 
gors upon eyery ſuch pretenſion to _ 
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DeſtraBtive ts Church and State! 


and innovate the ſaid Laws 3 it could not 
be avoided, but that ina ſhorttime all re- 
verenceto the Laws would be laid aſide, 
the finews of Government ſo ſlackned,and' 
Soveraiga Authority it ſelf grow into ſuch” 
contempt; that Anarchy, confufion and 
ruine muſt needs enſue thereupon.” For . 


there being the ſame reaſon! of all-Pre+/ 


tenders; whatſoever liberty, lndulgehceor 
conceſlion ſhall be made,granted or allow-' * 


' ed toany onie Party or Fation fo preten- 


ding, the ſame in all equity ought to: be * 


 made,granted and allowed toevery other | 


Party 'or FaQtion (yea eventhe Papilts* . 
themſelves ) that ſhall pretend the ſame : 
whereof how ſad the _corſequent will be, * 
every man who will but ſuffer himſelf to' 
be maſter of his own Reaſori may caltly * 
underſtand, | | 


Thirdly," Tn caſe any farther'Conceſſrons ' 
ſhould be granted them,according to their ' 
own defires;by improving this preſent #n+ ? 
dulgence into an AF of Parliament 3, what * 
little affurance the Cherch and: State can ? 
bave of their future peaceabledetneanour ' 
and-acquieſcence- in ſuch: Conceffions:: ? 
when/as his Majeſties gracious:and unex- * 
ampled Indulgence towards: them,rex- * 
preſs din his late publiſhed Declaration, * 


hath been ſo-far' from) bringing themiaq” = b 


5 


anygreater d of Moder at:0e and $0- 
briety,: as in all reaſon it ought to have 
doge;that it hath rather(quite __ to 
His: ies pious intentions therein) but 
ri rar are ng and Are. 2 as 
by their petulant expreſfions, and malici- 
. ons infiauations from the Pulpit and elſc- 
where doth too evidently appear. 

And indeed whoever conſiders the true 
ſtate of things, canaot rationally hope it 
E. | pm ever be otherwiſe 5 —_— z 6 cer- 
E m wrath { in which Iaminſ a 
ary d*A 5 yi 


| late learned * wh" )* Thet a bare In 2 

& Policy, p, ©gence of mew ix the free excerciſe of any Reli- 
I0S. 6 © grom ali fſerent Tk, wars rh Profeſſzon, 
1 | obligation upon the Party. Pet- 


© cam lay mo | 
yok! of a Law, under 


*baps when the r 
© which they have 
© relaxed, this indeed they may. at preſent 
* take for a kindneſs, becauſe 'cis really a 
* favor in compariſon to their former Con- 
© dition 5 and therefore as long as the me- 
© mory of that remains freſh upon their 
- *minds, it may poſlibly affe& them with 
© forme gninlel Relentajentss fe alas f 
© thele AﬀeQions quickly vaniſh,and then 
© what. before was favor, is now become 
© jaſkice 5-and their Prince did but reſtore 
*themtotheir juſt and lawful Rights,wher 

© he took ofthis Tyrannical Laws and Im- 
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arted a while,is at firſt 


-—- 


6 Subjedts. While thoſe Big Laws were 
© ja force,he ooo 'd and perſecuted 
<People of 3 and rend.r nagar when 
© cancels them,all the kindneſs he is "wa 
* of, is only to.repeat of his Tyramy and 
« Perſecution, whichis no ſevorr, and by 
© conſequence no Obligation. 
_ far _— —_ 3 wa x 
ntiments herein upon grou 
fully ſubſcribe. For however theſe men 
may ſcem ſarisfied with this Indulgence, . 
(itbeing the moſt advantag _ { nod 
that can Gy preſent be eniploy'd) er cre 
long (if Authority donot.interpoſe) they 
will effeQually convince uss that it ts not 
Indulgence,but a thorough Reformation, 
4.e. as ſad experience h th explain'd it, a 
total extirpation of what ever is coattary 
ta their intereſt and deſigns, that each 


endeavours to eſtabliſh. 
The ys non 


fams * frochor informs ne is this | 
mental Princi | that runs. throu x all 
their Sefts5 7 y are unde 

of Eternal | prornnnyropart ace? 


#0 eftabliſhthe Ged'in its greate 
2 I withal 4 | 


that way now eftabliſh' d by Law - 

[Sides erflitions, they rcdony rs 

bound in ſtiewce fo endeavour its witer 
uine and 

| by 4 
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-etlargement, : did 1 not: rather deſire: to 
draw it up briefly into this humble Petiti- 
on, as it-was formerly preſented to His 
molt; Excellent Majeſty and his preſent 
| Parliament, that They would pleaſe in 
I their great Wiſdoms to conſider, 
A "qr— way ** Whether it be cither Religion or Po- 
Des Hand '* licy to tolerate thoſe Perſons or Parties, 
| condemn'd © whichare perſwaded intheir Conſciences, 
—_ <that it-is a neceſfary incumbent Duty, 
- © not only to hateanddeteſt, but alſo by 
© all tho ways and. methods which they 
< themſelves ſhall think lawful,to weaken, 
* alter, and extirpate the ſetled. Govern- 
. * ment of the Ghurch 2 The which Altera- 
t50x.what influence it may have upon the 
State, and how defiru@Give it may prove 
to his Majefties Crown and Kingdoms (I 
hope it is no breach of the AR of 0b/ivion 
ro remind them) the experience of late 
years hath ſug very fatal conjeTure. 
It-will perhaps be here urg'd ( which is 
the only 0bjeZjox worth our notice, and 
| fo. which I now defign a full and fatis- 
factory anſwer ) SLeT. 


. Thar, Maw being a rational Agent,aQting 
from a free Principle of Ele#ion, muſt be 
dealt with in a rational and -moral way, 


i.e. by Perſwafions 
Ec | $ 4 


o 


:» This is 4 Point that would bear much 


}..I 


and thereſdie, ſay ig when —_ das: 
and their Agents have employed'the beſt 
R hetorick they can tocxaſperate Antho- 
rity againſt thoſe who are Difſencers from 
them3. we muſt then tell them, that it is 
neither the rigour of Laws nor the ſeveri- 
ty of their Execution that ca al with 
avail them 3 they have not to _ 
Brutes, that are driven by 
pulfion 3 but with Afews, who 
ſciences that mult be. ſatisfyed in the Le- 
gality of their Aﬀtings 3 and: therefore. it 
1s themoſt prudent courle 3 firſt, if they 
can, to convince them in- the- 
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meekneſs; if not, then leave the —_— | 


to God by taking off the rigour of theſe 
Penal Lens, which may 7 fe make 
men Formaliſts 7, but can 
never m_— + _ upon. their 


hearts, or: infuſe true Grace into- the 
Soul. To this I Anſwer 5 


That though Man be a rational Agent, 


. and as ſuch. is moſt ſutably drawn by Per- 


ſwafions and Admoaitions, yet my Bre- 
_ are defired aber wee rags 
is in Aer a Senſitive Faculty as w as,a 
Rational 3 by the violent and irregular 
motions of which he is many times hurry'd 
to ſuch extravagancies,as would not only. 


| 
Anſ. = 
: 


ab Co not Lan" 3 


ſubvert all PoticyondOniers and 
SMES wer IH 9 
rat Drehoaker, toordain Principa- 
CIS aire Ai we 
you Penettics ntened may reſtrain 
\ violaters ofthem.,who are com- 
monly mol led by wx" Srrage ry 
uſually more 


foal 


of Fiz for the able Evils which follow 


ie tpn, men, 5.6, for the Puniſhmeacs, 
are. inflicted 


upontheir Bodies and 
SS kind of ſentence that 
orReligion can pronounce againſt 
" AakSa—raks — 

as duly obſerv'd as the 
tended,or would men pay Reli- 
aoweean tell ther 'tis their Duty 
"iy writs maps abefnd KP. 

y et f ate, 

Wo for mers fury r rpc 
Superiours 5- or. at leaſt but reſtrain the 


-” 


living ina k 


Deſire | 
rod Arg ance nature; ; the Pride 
| mens Spirits, the pye- 
vailing Cara? of ſome Fattions and 
Parties, the greateſt part of the Nation 


are miſerably wanting in their 'Duty 3 
nowndifobedience totheLaws 


both of God and Man. When . Atheiſm, 
Prophaneneſs and open Debauchery ſhall 
vaunt it orgs 2s. ra when Schiſm, 
Faction and Sedition ſhall infule it on the 
other bands when we are under ſuch 
Circumſtances as'theſe, ſo as it is in vain 
rename ralk nary 
"Operation upon 
ſections of theſe men, who: have monk 
EE PRs = 
omtions 5 things being | 
to this paſs, what more effeftual courſe 
DE ine ES h 
Secular Power : in all Humility tormplore 
pes opyepe rom dare Im 


there i is mechinks this. following Re- 
that ſhould make it irreconcile-. 
to all true Lovers of their Countreg.. 


We cannotas yet be ignorant ( which 
ſome mens Zztereſt would have us to for- 
get.) that three flouriſhing Kingdoms were 

involv'd_ in Confuſion and Blood - 
"the conſtituted - Church in Chriſten- 
dom Schiſmatically defac'd 3 and the beſt 
of Kings deſtroyed and murthered by his 
Rebellious. SxbjeFs. "Now if we may 
beallow'dto inquire into the Reaſon of 
theſe things, 5. e. if it be conſiſtent with 
our Allegiance to-prevent the like for 
the -future 3-what was the true Cauſe of 
all this Miſery and Confulion ? 


the Hie- 
jon of bu- 
much the 


* The exceſſeve Daminion 
DE robs, with the with the NH 
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ſame Methods, by which our * was 


_ © at firſt promoted? are there not tender 


Conſciences- to be ſatisfied, Driſfſenters 'im 
Religion to be ear'd and Indulg'd? which 
_ whoever:\gppoſcth ſhall he not, as for- 
merly, be voted an Exemy to His eMa+ 
Jefties lntereſt > And then muſt ot evi/ 
Counſellors again be removy'd * by which 
Arts when a company of faQious deſign- 
ing men” ſhail inſenſibly | have tied" the 
hands/of the Loyal Party, and thereby 
once more put themſelves into a Capacitys 
what can we then expe&t bur a thorough 
- Reformation, 5c. @ total: Extirpation 
both of Monarchy and” Epiſcopacy; as 
fadexperience hath already explain'd it? 
Indeed, if Almighty God hath defign'd 
us for —_ (which =_ _— incor- 
rigibleneſs have juſtly deſerv'd”) this Me- 
 thod will: effetually promote it. But if 
wards his People 3' and hath a purpoſe 
( notwithſtanding our continued Provo- 
cations ) to | wa ortorind nee 
Tr ity 3 'tis very much to d, 
aways. to ed, that Autho- 
rity will —_ 5 and by a vigorous and 
ſeaſonable execution of Penal Laws, con- 
vince all Offenders ( both Proteſtant and 
Papiſt)that the Sword is not bopn in m__ 
Fs TER 


And do we nothow begin torepeat the | 


- TheReaſc Lof which bick Rd apprehenſion 
is that ' known ſaying, Erranti unlles Ter- 


any certainty veeveatthomubiply 'd mi{- 
mo__ this intended: Relaxation. The 
heart of man t deſperately wicked who can 
kyow #2. and there is that Pride, Ambiti- 
on, Covetoulneſs, Revenge, carnal In- 
tereſt in ſome faftious Perſons, that if 
the | Reins | of | Diſcipline" be. let looſe 
( which; have hitherto reſtrain'd them ) 
what, other.can be expetted. but our for- 
mer 4, the natural Centre to 
which theſe things tend 2? 


ls 


equenely not with © 


part ans OE a 


